PARTICIPATION 2017
From shop floor to top floor... we’re inspiring female future leaders!

The Sky’s No Limit - Girls Fly too!
Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence Outreach Event
In celebration of the week of International Women’s Day and
past, present and future women in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence
March 11-12, 2017
9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Abbotsford International Airport, Abbotsford, BC
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AN OUTREACH EVENT FOR EVERYONE
Join us on March 11 – 12, 2017 at the Abbotsford International Airport in BC as we again make world history as the largest
single outreach event of its kind. Over 15,000 participants of all ages from many communities around BC, Washington and
beyond are expected. Families welcome!
Our annual events in celebration of the week of International Women’s Day change lives. Females of all ages and their
families gather from far and wide for a truly unique mission of discovery. Our events are fun, hands-on and completely free
to ensure no barriers to participation.
One of the unique attractions at our events are the free flights for female first-time fliers. The first flight experience is
so incredibly amazing that we just have to share it! It’s often the catalyst that is needed to inspire interest in Aviation,
Aerospace, Marine and Defence. The opportunities are endless.
Civilian and non-civilian VIPs are on hand to meet with participants and a variety of cool aircraft and equipment is available
for all to explore. Hands-on displays and fun activities are provided by industry, agency and education partners for a tactile
learning experience.
The event is open to the public with no registration required to attend. However registration is required for eligible females
to fly. Visit www.girlsfly2.ca for more information and event updates.
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PURPOSE
Out of 25,413 professional pilots in Canada, only 5.8% of them are women. Out of 17,278 aircraft engineers, only 2.3%
of them are women. Women account for only 4% of the technical trades and less than 3% of the top command positions
in the Canadian Forces.
From the numbers it would be tempting to conclude that women are either uninterested or unwelcome in these fields.
Instead, studies have shown that a common perception persists that Aviation, Aerospace, Marine and Defence are industries
reserved for men. From an early age, males and females alike are affected by this perception message, which is continually
reinforced by observation (lack of change), media, social media and advertising. The low numbers also mean that most
women have no direct family or peer connection to our target industries. Therefore, it is un-reasonable to expect gender
and cultural diversity to resolve naturally in these fields.
The Sky’s No Limit – Girls Fly Too! free outreach events and other initiatives aim to change this perception and awaken new
interests by providing females of all ages with fun, interactive, and hands-on introductions into STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) based fields.
Our events are completely free for everyone to ensure there are no barriers to participation. This is made possible thanks to
the generous support of community and industry partners.
Since the majority of our target female audience have little if any prior exposure to our target industries, before we can engage
and inspire these females with the limitless opportunities that await, we must first grab their attention with something truly
remarkable. We can think of no better way to do this than by taking them flying for the first time – the first flight experience
is so incredible we just have to share it!
Our events are about education and inclusion as much as they are about inspiring our missing demographic. We encourage
families to attend to support the daughters of the community and our future leaders. All participants are invited to meet
civilian and non-civilian VIPs, explore cool aircraft, equipment and tactical displays as well as engage in the many hands-on
learning activities in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine and Defence.
All ages are welcome at our annual events. In many cultures elders are the leaders within the community - we include the
elders in the discovery experience so they will share this incredible experience with other women in their community. We
welcome the guardians and other individuals from the girls’ support network to take part in the discovery experience as they
are an integral part in encouraging the inspired females to progress in their chosen fields. Lastly, but no less important: it is
never too late to be inspired and embrace new challenges.
Whether you are a participant, financial partner or community volunteer, we thank you for your support!
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HIGHLIGHTS
Free Introductory Flights for Female First-Time Fliers
One of the unique attractions to our events is the magical first flight experience for female first-time fliers. The majority of
our target female audience have no experience with, or exposure to aviation. Before we can engage and inspire females
with the limitless opportunities available in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence, we must first attract them to the airport
and grab their attention. For most, the first flight experience is incredible beyond words and when the fliers land they are
stoked to learn more!
Our annual events, as well as the free flights are open to all ages. We never know how early or late in life one will be inspired
by the many facets of Aviation, Aerospace, Marine and Defence. As well, we feel that the support of the family is important
to the success of our young future leaders – therefore we include them in the discovery experience.
The event is well advertised in advance in various media, social media and by word of mouth. Due to overwhelming demand
for the free flights, we will be releasing the available seats in stages - every two weeks starting December 15, 2016 up until
the March event. A generous reserve of seats will be held for release on site each day of the event and raffled off hourly.
Participants may enter the raffle as many times as they like over the two day event, but only once per hour.
The free flights are reserved for eligible females of any age - those who have not flown in small aircraft before (airline flights
excepted) and moms are encouraged to fly with their daughters. Advance registration and a signed consent/waiver are
required. Please visit: www.girlsfly2.ca for more information.
Flights are approximately 10 – 15 minutes and are generally planned so as to provide an aerial view of the Abbotsford
International Airport and scenic views surrounding the City of Abbotsford. Flight time and routes will vary based on aircraft
type, operational considerations, airport traffic and prevailing winds.
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Notable VIPs and Hands-On Educational Activities
Open to everyone.
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Interactive Flight Line Static Display of Aircraft and Tactical Vehicles
Open to everyone.
A variety of civilian and non-civilian aircraft, tactical vehicles and ground displays will be available to explore. Flight crews
and vehicle operators will be on hand with their equipment between 9:00 am to 5:30 pm each day to answer participant
questions and facilitate exploration.
The entire family is encouraged to participate in this unique opportunity for an inside look into the various aspects of Aviation, Aerospace, Marine and Defence. There will be plenty of photo and video opportunities!
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TREASURE MAP
Open to everyone.
To enhance partner visibility and to further engage participants we’ve implemented a fun treasure map game with a grand
prize incentive for all participants who complete the map itinerary. Booth level and agency partners are featured as key
destinations to visit on the map. Partners featured on the treasure map have some discretion over what participants must do
to earn credit for having visited, for example: answer three questions about their display/activity, play a game, find a hidden
clue, etc.
Maps are included within the official event program and will be available at key checkpoints at the event. Partners are
encouraged to help with distribution of the event program as well as promotion of the contest. Participants who complete
the entire treasure map itinerary will be eligible to enter the grand prize draw.
Due to printing lead times, partners who wish to be included on the treasure map must commit financially no later than
February 20, 2017 to ensure inclusion on the treasure map.
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PRESS
Our events have been well covered by local, national and international print, radio and TV media (pre, during and
post events). Regular press releases are published with event and participant highlights and copied to all media
outlets and agencies.
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EVENT SCHEDULE*
*Note: Times subject to change for operational considerations.
March 11, 2017
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

07:00:
09:00:
09:00:
10:00:
11:00:
14:00:
17:30:

Flight crew and volunteer check-in and pre-event brief
Static display on taxiway open to the audience
Commencement of free introductory flights for eligible female first-time fliers
Highlight activity
Opening ceremony followed by press conference (Platinum and Gold Partner speeches)
Highlight activity
Static display closed

March 12, 2017
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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07:30:
09:00:
09:00:
10:00:
14:00:
17:30:
17:30:

Flight crew and volunteer check-in and pre-event brief
Static display on taxiway open to the audience
Commencement of free introductory flights for eligible female first-time fliers
Highlight activity
Highlight activity
Static display closed
Event closes
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ORGANIZER
The Sky’s No Limit – Girls Fly Too! annual events are part of an outreach initiative founded by BC pilot, Kirsten Brazier
in 2012. The inaugural event took place at the Yellowknife Airport - Yellowknife, NT with 1,500 participants. The annual
events have grown continuously to audiences of over 10,000 and the scope expanded to include Aviation, Aerospace,
Marine & Defence since the event moved to the Abbotsford International Airport, BC in 2015.
To date our unique hands-on outreach events have directly touched the lives of over 30,300 people and 5,681 females of all
ages have experienced the magic of first flight in a small aircraft. The Sky’s No Limit – Girls Fly Too! annual events have
set four world precedents and won international recognition and awards. Our events, including the free flights are always
free to ensure there are no barriers to participation – thanks to the support of industry and community partners.
Following an extremely successful International event in 2016, Brazier founded The Achieve Anything Foundation to help
develop and implement year-round projects and programs of lasting value towards inspiring female future leaders in STEM
(science, technology, engineering and math) and STEM-based fields such as Aviation, Aerospace, Marine and Defence. The
Achieve Anything Foundation is a federally incorporated not-for-profit. For more information: www.achieveanything.ca

Brazier is a professional pilot from the Lower Mainland, BC and she holds Airline Transport Ratings for both Aeroplanes and
Helicopters. With over 24 years of flying experience, Brazier has enjoyed a diverse career flying across Canada, US and the
Caribbean on wheels, floats, skis and skids as well as two-crew operations in both aeroplanes and helicopters.
Contact information:
Kirsten Brazier,
Founder, The Sky’s No Limit – Girls Fly Too!
President, Achieve Anything Foundation
(604) 210-4033
kirsten@girlsfly2.ca
www.girlsfly2.ca
www.achieveanything.ca
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